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Department of Anthropology

(315) 859-4109

Hamilton College

cladousa@hamilton.edu
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Clinton, NY 13323

Education

2000
Ph.D., Department of Anthropology, Syracuse University.



Dissertation title: “Saraswati and Seacrest: Schools and Language Medium 


Politics in North India”
1999
Certificate in South Asian Studies, Center for South Asian Studies, Syracuse University

1996
M.A., Department of Anthropology, Syracuse University

1992
A.B. with Highest Honors, Department of Anthropology, University of Chicago

Professional Experience

2016 – present
Professor, Hamilton College, Clinton, NY

2010 – 2016
Associate Professor, Hamilton College, Clinton, NY

2006 – 2010
Assistant Professor, Hamilton College, Clinton, NY

2003 – 2006
Assistant Professor, Southern Connecticut State University,



New Haven, CT

2005
Instructor (spring semester), Brown University, Providence, RI

2000 – 2003
Visiting Assistant Professor, Miami University, Oxford, OH

1998 – 2000
Lecturer, Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY
Grants, Honors, and Awards

2014
Dean’s Scholarly Achievement Award, Early Career Achievement
2012
Dean’s Scholarly Achievement Award, Notable Year Achievement

2010
Class of 1966 Career Development Award, Hamilton College

1999 Dissertation Prize, Graduate School, Syracuse University

1998
University Dissertation Fellowship, Syracuse University
1996
National Science Foundation grant no. SBR-9629784 (dissertation research)
Research Interests
Language and Culture, Education, Political Economy, Gender, Literacy, Social Change Initiatives, India, United States.

Publications

Books, Edited Volumes, and Journal Special Issues
in press
(guest edited with Christina P. Davis) Sign and Script in South Asia: Media and 

Semiotic Mediation. Signs and Society 8(1).
2019
(guest edited with Ilana Gershon) Instruction and Improvisation under 

Neoliberalism: Special Issue in Honor of Bonnie Urciuoli. Theory, 
Culture, and Critique 60(1).
2018
(guest edited) Language and Schooling in India and Sri Lanka: Language 
Medium Matters. International Journal of the Sociology of Language 253.
2015

(co-edited with Elizabeth Lee) College Students’ Experience of Power and 

Marginality: Sharing Spaces and Negotiating Differences. New York: Routledge.

2014

Hindi Is Our Ground, English Is Our Sky: Education, Language, and Social 

Class in Contemporary India. New York: Berghahn Books.


(Published in South Asia by Cambridge University Press, 2014)

2011

House Signs and Collegiate Fun: Sex, Race, and Faith in a College Town. 


Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

Journal Articles

in press
(with Christina P. Davis) Introduction: Sign and Script in South Asia: Media and 

Semiotic Mediation. Signs and Society 8(1):1-7.
in press
Language, Script, and Advertising in India’s Hindi Belt: Institutional Voices in 
Flux. Signs and Society 8(1):155-184.
2019

(with Ilana Gershon) Instruction and Improvisation under Neoliberalism. Culture, 

Theory and Critique 60(1):1-5.
2019

Professional Vertigo in Neoliberal Education. Culture, Theory and Critique 

60(1):20-32.

2018

(with Christina P. Davis) Introduction: Language and Schooling in India and Sri 

Lanka: Language Medium Matters. International Journal of the Sociology 

of Language 253:1-26.
2018

Language Medium and a High-Stakes Test: Language Ideology and Coaching 

Centers in North India. International Journal of the Sociology of Language 253:103-124.
2017

(with Ana Baldrige) Agency and the GED: Personae and Artifacts in the Figured 

World of a Literacy Initiative. Ethos 45(1):116-138.
2014

Subject to Address in a Digital Literacy Initiative: Neoliberal Agency and the 

Promises and Predicaments of Participation. Signs and Society 2(2):203-229.
2013

“Everyone’s Got Room to Grow”: A Discourse Analysis of the Rhetoric of 
Service Learning in Higher Education. Learning and Teaching: The 
International Journal of Higher Education in the Social Sciences 6(2):33-
52.
2013

(with Bonnie Urciuoli) Language Management/Labor. Annual Review of




Anthropology 42:175-90.
2010

On Mother and Other Tongues: Sociolinguistics, Schools, and Language Ideology 



in Northern India. Language Sciences 32(6):602-14.

2007 

Of Nation and State: Language, School, and the Reproduction of Disparity in a 



North Indian City. Anthropological Quarterly 80(4):925-60.

2007

“Witty House Name”: Visual Language, Interpretive Practice, and Uneven 
Agency in a Midwestern College Town. Journal of American Folklore 



120(478):445-81.
2007

Liberalization, Privatization, Globalization, and Indian Schooling: An Interview 



with Krishna Kumar. Globalisation, Societies, and Education 5(2):137-52.

2006

The Discursive Malleability of an Identity: A Dialogic Approach to Language 



“Medium” Schooling in North India. Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 



16(1):36-57.

2005

Disparate Markets: Language, Nation, and Education in North India. American 



Ethnologist 32(3):460-78.

2004

In the Mouth but not on the Map: Visions of Language and Their Enactment in 



the Hindi Belt. Journal of Pragmatics 36(4):633-61.

2002

Advertising in the Periphery: Languages and Schools in a North Indian City. 



Language in Society 31(2):213-42.

Book Chapters, Handbook Chapters, and Encyclopedia Entries


in press
Language and Education. In International Encyclopedia of Linguistic 

Anthropology. Bonnie Urciuoli, ed. Malden, MA: Wiley.

in press
Literacy. In International Encyclopedia of Linguistic Anthropology. Asif Agha, 
ed. Malden, MA: Wiley.

2018 

From Service Learning to Social Innovation: The Development of the Neoliberal 

in Experiential Learning. In The "Experience" of Neoliberal Education. 

Bonnie Urciuoli, ed. Pp. 112-136. New York: Berghahn Books.

2018 

Mikhail Bakhtin. In Oxford Bibliographies in Anthropology. John Jackson, ed. 
New York: Oxford University 

Press. http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-
9780199766567/obo-9780199766567-0186.xml
2018

Mind the (Language-Medium) Gap. In Handbook of Education in India: Debates, 

Practices, and Policies, Krishna Kumar, ed. Pp. 81-96. London: 
Routledge.
2015

Being “the Gay” on Campus: Developing Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and/or Queer 

Identities in a College Context. In College Students’ Experiences of Power and Marginality: Sharing Spaces and Negotiating Differences, Elizabeth Lee and Chaise LaDousa, eds. Pp. 169-185. New York: Routledge.
2012

On Mother and Other Tongues: Sociolinguistics, Schools, and Language 




Ideology in Northern India. In Making Sense of Language: Readings in 



Culture and Communication (second edition), Susan Blum, ed. Pp. 544-

78. Oxford: Oxford University Press.




(reprinted version of 2010 article in Language Sciences)
Book Reviews
2019

Review of Legitimising Standard Languages: Perspectives from a School in 
Banaras by Nirmali Goswami. Journal of Sociolinguistics 23(3):320-324.
2014

Review of White Kids by Mary Bucholtz. Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 

24(3):360-361.
2009

Review of Little India: Diaspora, Time, and Ethnolinguistic Belonging in Hindu 



Mauritius by Patrick Eisenlohr. American Ethnologist 36(2):432-3.

2007

Review of Decolonisation, Globalisation: Language-in-Education Policy and 



Practice by Angel M.Y. Lin and Peter W. Martin, eds. Sociolinguistic 



Studies 1(2):317-21.

2006

Review of The English-Vernacular Divide: Postcolonial Language Politics and 



Practice by Vaidehi Ramanathan. International Journal of Bilingual 



Education and Bilingualism 9(5):693-94.
2005

Review of Invitations to Love: Literacy, Love Letters, and Social Change in 
Nepal by Laura Ahearn. Language in Society 34(2):317-20.

2002

Review of Screening Culture, Viewing Politics: An Ethnography of Television, 



Womanhood, and Nation in Postcolonial India by Purnima Mankekar. 



Journal of Colonialism and Colonial History 




:



history" 
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_colonialism_and_colonial




history
/v003/3.2ladousa.html
Invited Presentations

2018

“Mind the (Language ‘Medium’) Gap: Reflections on Education in India,” State 

University of New York at Oswego (April 24), Oswego, NY.

2014

“The Medium Gap: The Everyday Politics of Hindi- and English-Medium 

Schooling,” University of Delhi Central Institute of Education (November 12), Delhi, India.
2014

“Hindi and English Language Medium Politics and an Alter Voice,” Ashoka 

University Young India Fellowship Speakers Series (November 10), Sonipat, Haryana, India.
2014

“Hindi Is Our Ground, English Is Our Sky,” Centre for Post-colonial Education 

(October 23), Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, India.
2014

“Politics of the Medium of Instruction in Schools,” South Asian University 

Sociology Seminar Series (September 24), New Delhi, India.
2014

“The Politics of Language as the Medium of Instruction in Schools,” Jawaharlal 

Nehru University Zakir Husain Centre for Educational Studies (September 23), New Delhi, India.
2012

“English in a Hindi-Medium World,” Syracuse University Anthropology 
Graduate Student Organization and South Asia Center (November 5), 



Syracuse, NY.

2010

“Collegiate Fun: Faith, Race, and Sex,” Oberlin College Multicultural Resource 



Center (October 14), Oberlin, OH.

2010

“House Signs and Collegiate Fun,” Colgate University Department of Sociology 



and Anthropology (September 28), Hamilton, NY.

2009

“Language, Education, and the Significance of ‘Medium’ in India,” New York 



Conference on Asian Studies, Cornell University (October 9), Ithaca, NY.

2007

“Language and Education in North India,” Department of Anthropology, 




University of Albany (November 2), Albany, NY.

2007

“‘Like All Her Life She Was Speaking Bhojpuri with Her Parents, and Naturally 
She Wouldn’t Have Known Any Hindi’: School as Site of Language 
Mediation Amid Scholarly Developments,” Center for South Asian 
Studies, University of Michigan (October 26), Ann Arbor, MI.

2007

“Education, Nation, State,” National Council for Educational Research and 



Training (August 6), New Delhi, India.

2007

“Reflections on Contemporary Schooling in India: An Interview with Krishna 



Kumar, Director of NCERT,” Centre for Postcolonial Education (July 7), 



Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, India.

2006

“Shouts of Drugs, Sex and Alcohol: Hidden Signs of Faith and Race in Oxford’s 



House Signs.” Lectures in Contemporary Anthropology Series and Center 



for American and World Cultures, Miami University (February 24), 



Oxford, OH.

2004

“‘Inn Pursuit’… of Jesus: Visual Language and Communities of Practice in a 



Midwestern College Town,” Syracuse University, Department of 



Anthropology (October 6), Syracuse, NY.

2004

“Issues in English Language Education in India,” Syracuse University, Moynihan 



Institute of Global Affairs (October 5), Syracuse, NY.

2004

“Study, Parent, Teach: The Self and the Indian State,” Florida Atlantic University, 



Department of Anthropology (April 16), Boca Raton, FL.

Conference Presentations


2018

“Language and Script in a Shifting Indexical Order: Educational Advertising in 

India,” Society for Linguistic Anthropology (March 9), Philadelphia, PA.

2017

“Hailing Customers: Advertising for Education in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh,” New 

York Conference on Asian Studies (September 23), Geneva, NY.

2016

“Advertising Educational Institutions in an Indian City: A Changing Indexical 

Order,” American Anthropological Association (November 18), 

Minneapolis, MN.

2016

“Advertising for Education: The Changing Lives of Languages and Scripts in the 

Hindi Belt,” Annual Conference on South Asia (October 22), Madison, 
WI.

2015

“Locating Experience in Experiential Learning: Temporal and Spatial Distinction 
in Neoliberal Education,” American Anthropological Association 
(November 19), Denver, CO.

2015

“Language Medium in UPSC Coaching: Classroom Practices and Reflections on a 

Controversy,” Annual Conference on South Asia (October 24), Madison, 

WI.
2014

“Changemaker U: Social Entrepreneurialism in Higher Education,” American 
Anthropological Association (December 5), Washington, DC.
2013

“Talking About What Can’t Be Shown: Multimodality and Agency,” American 

Anthropological Association (November 21), Chicago, IL.
2013

“Narrating Adult Learning in the Shadow of the Digital Divide,” Northeastern 



Anthropological Association (March 2), College Park, MD.

2012

“Constructing Divides Already Crossed: Broadband and Its Uses,” American 



Anthropological Association (November 16), San Francisco, CA.

2011

“‘Everyone’s Got Room to Grow’: Reflections on Service Learning,” American 



Anthropological Association (November 17), Montreal, Quebec.

2010

“Ideologies of Language in and out of the Classroom: English, Hindi, and the 



Significance of ‘Medium’,” American Anthropological Association 



(November 19), New Orleans, LA.

2009

“Sociolinguistics, Scholars, and Schools: Reflections on and from North India,” 



American Anthropological Association (December 6), Philadelphia, PA.

2009

“Languages in and of Schooling in North India,” Annual Conference on South 
Asia (October 25), Madison, WI.

2008

“Constriction of the ‘Mother Tongue’: School and Language Ideology in Northern 



India,” The Native Speaker and the Mother Tongue, The International 



Association for the Integrational Study of Language and Communication 



and The Amsterdam Center for Language and Communication (December 



13), Cape Town, South Africa.

2008

“Ghetto and ‘Plantation’: Language, Place, and Race in a College Town,” 




American Folklore Society (October 25), Louisville, KY.

2008

“‘Like All Her Life She Was Speaking Bhojpuri with Her Parents, and Naturally 
She Wouldn’t Have Known Any Hindi’: School as Site of Language 
Mediation in a North Indian City,” New York Conference on Asian 
Studies (September 26), Clinton, NY.

2007

“‘Plantation’ and ‘Ghetto’: Language, Race, and Space in a Midwestern College 



Town,” American Anthropological Association (December 1), 
Washington DC.

2006

“Language and Education: A View from Peripheral India,” American 




Anthropological Association (November 15), San Jose, CA.

2005

“Language-medium Schools on the Indian Periphery: Banarsi Divisions and 



Reflections,” Children, Youth, and Their Education in a Globalizing India, 



Centre for Post-colonial Education (December 22), Varanasi, Uttar 



Pradesh, India.

2005

“‘Ghetto Fabulous’: Language, Space, and Race in a Midwestern College Town,” 



American Anthropological Association (December 1), Washington DC.

2005

“Fees, Boards, and Uniforms: State Material in North Indian Schooling,” 




Association for Asian Studies (April 2), Chicago, IL.

2005

“Liberalization and Education in India,” Dean’s Research Reassign Time 




Colloquium, Southern Connecticut State University (February 28), 
New 



Haven, CT. 

2004

“‘Hey, These Are Useless!’: Narrating State and Self through North Indian 




Schooling,” Connecticut State University Faculty Research Conference 



(April 24), New Haven, CT.

2003

“‘Inn Pursuit’… of Jesus: Ambiguous Locations of Sexuality and Christian Faith 
in a Midwestern College Town,” American Anthropological Association 



(November 23), Chicago, IL.

2003

“Our Town: Negotiating Sexuality, Gender, Race, and Space on House Signs in 



Oxford, OH,” Central States Anthropological Society (April 19), 
Louisville, KY.

2003

“Signs of Sex, Race, and Faith in Our Town,” Race, Gender, Class, Sexuality: 
The Power of Intersectionality (March 21), Oxford, OH. (With Melissa 
Asbrock and Robert Bell)

2002

“Remembering Indifference: Reflections on the Politics of Language in Indian 



Education,” American Anthropological Association (November 23), New 



Orleans, LA.

2002

“Whose Poverty? Whose Environmental Degradation? Reflections on a 



Workshop in the Atlantic Rain Forest of Brazil,” The Power of Travel 



(September 28), Oxford, OH. (With Susan Paulson, Mark Higgins, and 



Brett Governanti)

2002

“The Sexual Meanings and Gendered Uses of House Signs in Oxford,” Race, 



Gender, Class, Sexuality: The Power of Intersectionality (February 22), 



Oxford, OH.  (With Sabrina Bourgeois and Nicholas Tymitz)
2001 
“Situating Critical Narrative: A Teacher’s Past in a Contested Present,” American 


Ethnological Society (May 5), Montreal, Quebec.
2001

“Technical Terms: A Teacher’s Despair over Language in North Indian Schools,” 


Association for Asian Studies (March 23), Chicago, IL.

2000 
“Parlance and Practice in North Indian Schooling,” American Anthropological 


Association (November 19), San Francisco, CA.
2000

“From the ‘Three Language Formula’ to Two ‘Mediums’: Linguistic 
Constructions of Schooling in North India,” Annual Conference on South 
Asia (October 15), Madison, WI.

1999

“Split Mediums: Advertising Schools and Creating Regions with Language in




North India,” American Anthropological Association (November 21),




Chicago, IL.

1999

“Speaking of Dialects while Teaching Standards in North India,” The Future and




Past of Indian Education (February 27), Syracuse, NY.

1998

“Teaching Complexes: Language and Education in Banaras,” Annual Conference




on South Asia (October 19), Madison, WI.

1995

“Person and Presence in the North Indian Kirtan and Epic Dhola,” Annual




Conference on South Asia (October 20), Madison, WI.

PhD Committee Memberships

Chelsea Booth, Rutgers University, Department of Anthropology

Meghan Chidsey, Teachers College of Columbia University, Department of Anthropology

Lavanya Proctor, University of Iowa, Department of Anthropology

Ian Wilson, Syracuse University, Department of Anthropology

Service

2018-

Co-Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Linguistic Anthropology

2018- 

Department Chair, Anthropology (Hamilton College)

and 2011-14

2018

Society for Linguistic Anthropology Biannual Conference Program Chair

2014-

Hamilton College Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human 

2007-10


Subjects (Chair 2014-15)

2015-18
Hamilton College Appeals Board (Chair 2016-18)

2011-14
Council on Academic Policy (Hamilton College)

and fall 2010

2009-12
Society for Linguistic Anthropology, Nominations Committee (Chair 2010-2012)

2009-12
Levitt Council member (Anthropology Department Representative)

2009-11
Self-study for accreditation standards, Middle States Commission on Higher




Education, Co-Chair of Student Admission and Retention and Student 




Support Services Subcommittee (Hamilton College)

2008-10
Shared Governance Subcommittee, Hamilton College Strategic Planning Initiative

2008-10
Substitute for Haeng-ja Chung, Library Committee (2 years)

2005-

Friends of NIRMAN (an NGO school in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, India)

Languages

Hindi (oral and literate fluency); French (reading, some spoken)

Professional Memberships

1998-
American Anthropological Association (American Ethnological Society, Council on



Anthropology and Education, Society for Linguistic Anthropology)

2002-
Association for Asian Studies

2003-
International Pragmatics Association

2005-
American Folklore Society
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